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City of Taunton RK'S OFFICE
Municipal Council
The Committee on the Department of Public Works [RERITH, MA
CiTY CLERK

The meeting was held at Taunton City Hall, 15 Summer Street, Taunton, MZA 02730 in the
Chester R. Martin Municipal Council Chambers.
Members Present:  Councilor John McCaul, Chairman
~ Councilor Lawrence Quintal
Councilor Christopher Coute
Councilor Phillip Duarte
Councilor Jeffrey Postell

The meeting was called to order at 5:38 PM.

1. Meet to discuss the request for a sewer extension on Marvel Street.

Motion by Mr. Duarte and seconded by Mr. Postell to table until Adgust 29. So voted.

MOTION by Mr. Coute and seconded Mr. Postell to adjourn the meeting at 5:39 PM. So voted,

CITY OF TAUNTON
Respectfully submitted,
JUL 182023 | 72 | .
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Maggie’E. Clarke

Clerk of Council Committees

ORTS ACCEPTED. RECOMMENDATIONS ADOPTED.
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Municipal Council 1Y TLERKTS OFFICE

July 18, 2023 . _
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The Committee of the Council as a Whole TAUNTON, MA

The meeting was held at Taunton City Hall, 15 Summer Street, Taunton, M7ﬁr‘(32‘7‘8@'11'1‘&“1%T Y CLERK
Chester R. Martin Municipal Council Chambers.

Councilors Present:  Council President Kelly Dooner

Councilor Phillip Duarte
Councilor Estele Borges
Councilor John McCaul
Councilor David Pottier
Councilor Christopher Coute
Councilor Barry Sanders
Councilor Lawrence Quintal
Councilor Jeffrey Postell

Also Present: Patrick Dello Russo, CFO

The meeting was called to order at 5:55 PM.

1. Meet in executive session pursuant to MGL Chapter 30A §21, reason number 3: “To discuss
strategy with respect to collective bargaining or litigation if an open meeting may have a
detrimental effect on the bargaining or litigating position of the public body and the chair so
declares™ to discuss the Intergovernmental Agreement with the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe.

Motion by Mr. Pottier and seconded by Mr. Postell to enter into executive session. So voted
on a roll call. ’

Motion by Mr. Coute and seconded by Mr Postell to return from executive session. So voted
on a roll call.

Council President Dooner stated that two votes were taken in executive session, one of which
was to exit executive session.

2. Meet to discuss the potential purchase of property located at 2 Hamilton Street (Parcel 55-2)
and 42 Adams Street (Parcel 54-302).

Mr. Dello Russo explained that information on the Coyle and Cassidy property was sent to
the Council and that terms had been negotiated for acquisition of this property for $6 Million.
He would like a vote to authorize the purchase.
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Councilor Dooner indicated that many councilors had an opportunity to tour the school.

Councilor Borges stated that she hadn’t been in the school since BCC had occupied the
second and third floors and was very surprised to see that the building is in great condition.
She believes this is a no brainer as $6 Million includes a school and more fields and who
knows what the future will bring for this location. She sees this as a great opportunity for the
School Department and Park and Rec and believes this is a great building for the City to
acquire.

Ms. Dooner echoed the thoughts of Ms. Borges and stated that Taunton is a growing
community and in the future there may be the need for more room for schools. She thanked
the administration for being forward thinking.

Councilor Pottier commented on the gym, the theatre, the quality of the classroom space, the
kitchen, the science and art wing, and the ability to control the site. He sees this as a good

investment.

Councilor Duarte stated that he also toured the site and the school is in impeccable condition
given its age and the potential uses are almost endless. He believes it would cost easily $100
Million to replicate the construction of a new facility with the amenities of this building.

Mr. Dello Russo stated that this will cost the tax payers of Taunton no money as it is all from
state and federal reimbursements.

Councilor Sanders asked for clarification as to what is included with the property and Mr.
Dello Russo stated it is the building, the parking lot, and the fields. Mr. Sanders has some
concerns with the amount of work that this building will require including electrical work,
asbestos mitigation, sprinklers, and a new roof and new windows. As such, the $6 Million is
really $6 Million plus the cost of the necessary work. There will be repair needs and ongoing
maintenance and questioned where the money for that will come from. Mr. Dello Russo
stated that this property, like others, will be part of the capital improvement program and that
the intent is to address the immediate needs this fall. Mr. Sanders stated that the money will
need to come from some place and that there are plenty of buildings in the City that need
repair. He questioned the cost for those repairs. Mr. Dello Russo stated that that will be
evaluated as part of the capital program in the fall. The most pressing need is the roof.

Councilor Postell indicated that stating there is no cost to the tax payer is not entirely the
truth. There will be a price tag to repair of the building and the City doesn’t have a great
track record of maintaining buildings. He stated that they need to be mindful of how tax-
payer money is spent. He stated that this building will have challenges like any building will.
Mr. Postell also expressed his interest in knowing what the future uses are for the building
and wants to be sure that there are definitive plans, goals, and objectives.

Councilor Coute stated that he believes that they would regret not moving forward on this.
He commended the CFO for his creative funding of this purchase, using restricted ARPA

Committee of the Council as a Whole
July 18, 2023
Page 2 of 3
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money and repurposing Mulcahey School money which can only be used for educational
purposes.

It was explained that tonight there needs to be a vote to authorize the acquisition and a
referral to Finance and Salaries for appropriate transfers.

Councilor Borges indicated that she is gralteful that the Diocese gave the City an opportunity
to purchase the property first.

Motion by Mr. Pottier and seconded by Mr. Coute fo:
CITY OF TAUNTON, MASSACHUSETTS

IN CITY COUNCIL

ORDERED:

That the City of Taunton will purchase the property at 2 Hamilton Street, Taunton MA for a
Total of $6,000,000. The recommended funding source will be as followed:

$2,440,556.35 Mulcahey School Project (State Reimbursements and Project Savings)
$2,500,000.00 ARPA
$1,059,443.65 . Capital Stabilization

$6,000,000.00 Total Price .

Further ordered that The City is expecting over §1,000,000 in additional reimbursements
Jrom the MSBA program, said reimbursements will go back to the Capital Project
Stabilization Account effectively not costing the residents any additional funds.

And refer to Finance and Salaries for the necessary transfers.

So voted on a roll call. All Councilors voted yes. Motion carries 9-0.

Motion by Mr. Pottier and seconded Mr. Postell to adjourn the meeting at 7:10 PM. So voted.

CITY OF TAUNTON

Respectfully submitted,
JuL 182023

€. [ A he_—
IN MUNICIPAL COUNCIL M&) /{/{/( /
- MaggieE Clarke

Clerk of Council Committees

PORTS ACCEPTED. RECOMMENDATIONS ADOPTED.
Committee of the Council as a Whole

}{%L/ July 18, 2023
Page 3 of 3
CITY CLERK
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The Committee on Public Property
. CITY CLERK

The meeting was held at Taunton City Hall, 15 Summer Street, Taunton, MA 02780 in the
Chester R. Martin Municipal Council Chambers.

Members Present: ~ Councilor Christopher Coute, Chairman
Councilor John McCaul
Councilor Estele Borges
Councilor Lawrence Quintal
Councilor Kelly Dooner

Also Present: Jim Howland, Office of Economic and Community Development
Jay Pateakos, Executive Director, OECD
Patrick Dello Russo, CFO
Richard Conti, Chief Assessor
Andrew Sukeforth, Director of Procurement
Matt Costa, City Solicitor
Greg DeMelo, 4 Fruit Street
Kevin Scanlon, City Planner
Jen Hoye, 169 Eldridge Street
Robert Carroll, 106 Dighton Ave.

The meeting was called to order at 7:13 PM.

1. Meet to discuss the following "Marketable Property Program" properties, and consider
authorizing the sale of the same by the City:

Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Mr. Quintal to invite the parties in. So voted.

Mr. Dello Russo stated that he believes that these are the right properties being declared
surplus for the right purposes. There are 1,890 City owned parcels with 1,910 acres.

a. Open Space on Scaddings Street, Parcel 20-22

This property includes a small pond, abuts another parcel owned by the Wildlife Trust,
and this should be turned over to conservation to be Chapter 90 property. This is 25
acres. Ms. Borges asked about how something becomes open space and if the Council
could designate something as open space. Ms. Borges wondered if this could be sold to
an abutter while remaining conservation.
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Mr. Duarte supported this being open space and suggested selling this to the Wildlands
Trust.

Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Ms. Dooner to deem parcel 20-23 as open space
and refer to a future Public Property Committee discussion on who will assume
responsibility for the open space restriction. So voted.

5 and 7 Nickerson Avenue, Parcels 91-221 & 91-222

Mr. Howland stated that 5 Nickerson has some environmental problems. An
environmental specialist is on site now and the building should be down by the end of the
week. He would like to put this up for a public auction once the remediation is dealt
with. It is anticipated that this will be ready to go out to auction in mid-late October.

Ms. Borges stated that the appraised value was after remediation. The appraised value is
$180,000. She suggested this be sent out as soon as possible with as little remediation as
possible.

Motion by Ms. Dooner and seconded by Ms. Borges to open public input. So voted
Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Mr. McCaul to close public input. So voted.

Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Mr. McCaul to declare this as surplus and move
forward with an auction. So voted.

Bacon Felt property located at 395A and 395B West Water Street, Parcels 92-340 & 92-
339

Mr. Pateakos explained how this site has become a problem with kids getting in, there
was a fire, and lots of homeless activity. Itis a 3.8 acre site and he believes that the 4
story building is saveable. They believe this would be a good site for a mixed use
development. However, there are some environmental hazards. Mr. Howland indicated
that a Phase 1 has been completed and there are multiple concerns including underground
storage tanks. Mr. Coute stated that it is in the flood zone. Mr. Howland stated that
residential units will need to be on the second floor and up. They recommended this
property for an RFP process.

Councilor McCaul suggested that they look into housing for the elderly or veterans. He
would like to see retail on the first floor.

Councilor Borges stated that this property has environmental issues and is a nuisance and
she is in favor of this proposal.

Mr. Sukeforth explained that they would form a committee who would establish the
guidelines for the RFP. Ms. Borges indicated that she is comfortable with that and
suggested the Chair of the Public Property Committee be a part of that RFP committee.

Committee on Public Property
July 18, 2023
Page 2 of 7
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Councilor McCaul inquired about a past auction. Mr. Pateakos stated that the building
owner put the property up to auction but it wasn’t an open auction and they were willing
to talk to people off line with closed envelopes and negotiate a sale. People threw out
numbers and the building owner came back with double what people were offering to

pay.

Councilor Coute asked when the City acquired the property and Mr. Dello Russo stated it
was August of last year. The City will have full title to the property the first week of
August.

Councilor Pottier suggested this property could be part of the revitalization of the Weir.

Councilor Duarte agreed this property could be the lynchpin of this revitalization of the
Weir.

Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Ms. Dooner to open public input. So voted.
Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Ms. Dooner to close public input. So voted.

Motion by Ms. Borges seconded by Ms. Dooner to declare parcels 22-339 and 22-340 as
surplus and proceed with the RFP process with a committee to include the Chair of the
Committee on Public Property that will not be coming back to this Committee. This will
be in the hands of the Procurement Director to make that decision. So voted,

. 45 School Street, Parcel 66-73

Mr. Pateakos commented on the condition of the building and reported that there is
hazardous materials including asbestos and lead. He thought this could be office space or

housing units.

Councilor Coute asked about the historical restrictions and Mr. Howland indicated that
this building is on the National Historic Register and subject to full historical covenants.

Mzr. Howland stated the recommendation is an auction.

Ms. Borges asked if the TRA has any interest in this property and Mr. Coute indicated
that he hasn’t spoken to the group about the matter.

Councilor Sanders asked if the historical restrictions are binding and Mr. Howland stated
that, yes, they are deed restricted.

Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Ms. Dooner to open public input. So voted

Mr. Greg DeMelo of 8 Fruit Street spoke. He is a neighbor of the property and is
concerned about this property remaining in disrepair. He would prefer the City pursue an
RFP which would give the City some teeth so the neighborhood continues to flourish.

Committee on Public Property
July 18, 2023
Page 3 of 7
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Motion by Ms. Borges seconded by Mr. Quintal to close public comment. So voted.

Mr. Dello Russo stated that he has no objection to an RFP. He would suggest they
formulate the same type of committee.

Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Mr. McCaul to declare the former BOH and
OECD building, parcel 66-73, 45 School Street as surplus and have a committee
involved in the creation of an RFP with the Chief Procurement Officer having the final
say. So voted,

30 Winthrop Lane, Parcel 88-79
Range Avenue Parcel 88-57

Mr. Pateakos indicated that they wished to discuss these two parcels together. There are
44 acres combined. They are hoping for a residential development there. There are
wetlands on the property but they recommend an auction. It is zoned Rural Residential
so would be suitable for single family homes. The appraised value is $1.2 Million. Mr.
Conti commented on the condition of the soil there and noted that it is very rocky, there
are large pieces of ledge, there is a cave and there are trails through the entire property.
The condition of the land is quite good and access is excellent.

Councilor Borges asked for details on the water tower property which is zoned highway
business but the rest is zoned residential. She is concerned that someone could change
the use. She would like to see it all residential and asked if the land is possibly already
designated as open space. Attorney Costa indicated that he would need to research the
matter but that can be done in parallel with the preparation to sell.

Mr. Conti stated that he had researched this back to the 19™ century. Someone had
carved the parcel up into small campsite lots and sold to people who thought they could
use them as campsites. The assessor in 1927 had to take upwards of 170 parcels by tax
taking.

Councilor Borges suggested that these be taken separately. Councilor Quintal agreed.
Ms. Borges thought that the water tower parcel might go to the abutter program and
would like to see the 30 Winthrop parcel remain Highway Business.

Councilor Sanders expressed concern about the habitats of rare species, vernal pools, the
wetlands present, and the like. He believes this is a property worth protecting. Mr. Coute
stated that most of Taunton falls under Natural Heritage restrictions. Any person who
buys this would have to go through the permitting process through Natural Heritage.

Mr. Scanlon stated that he believes the City is looking for someone to take down the
water tower. He suggested looking at reconfiguring the lot lines.

Committee on Public Property
July 18, 2023
Page 4 of 7



18

Mr. Sanders asked why the soil report was important for the Range Ave. property and
Mr. Conti stated that this will be a challenge to a developer as it’s rocky and full of clay.
He believes it’s challenging for vegetation.

Councilor Postell agreed with Mr. Sanders and is concerned with this piece going out to
the public. He is afraid that the Tax Collector would be chasing people again

Motion by Ms. Dooner and seconded by Ms. Borges to open public input. So voted.

Mr. Postell read an email from Nancy and Robert Pearson of 33 Range Ave. who
expressed their opposition to the sale of this piece of property.

Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Mr. McCaul to close public input. So voted.

Ms. Borges stated that she is comfortable sending the Raﬁge Ave. parcel to auction since
the parcels are separate.

Motion by Ms. Borges seconded by Mr. Quintal to declare Range Ave. parcel 88-57 as
surplus. So voted.

Motion by Mr. McCaul and seconded by Mr. Quintal to table 30 Winthrop Lane, parcel
88-79. So voted.

Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Mr. McCaul to go out of the regular order of business
and move to item i. the Leonard School. So voted.

i. Leonard School located at 356 West Britannia, Parcel 46-235

Mr. Howland explained that when this was discussed previously, the original thought was
to include the school, the parking lot, and the back lot. They are asking to move with the
school and parking lot but not to include the back lot.

Mzr. Coute asked about the viability of the building and Mr. Howland reported that there
are major structural issues as well as significant vandalism. He suggested an RFP in
order to restrict what goes in there. There was discussion on the value of the property vs.
the cost to take down the building.

Ms. Borges stated that in speaking with Mr. Carmichael he suggested that the fagade
might be salvageable and she would be more comfortable if a neighbor of that property
were to be part of the committee or this RFP comes back to the Council.

Mr. McCaul stated that this building is in bad shape. He believes it will need to be a
demo and asked if the back lot can be protected. Mr. Coute stated that in a future
discussion it can be declared open space. Mr. Howland said that the intent is for the RFP
to allow the developers to decide if they wish to save the building or not.

Committee on Public Property
July 18, 2023
Page 5 of 7
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Motion by Mr. McCaul and seconded by Ms. Dooner to open public input. So voted.

Jen Hoye of 169 Eldridge Street spoke and agrees with the recommendation to do
something with the school. She asked for the cost to demolish and the cost to restore and
1s concerned that it will remain vacant for another 20 years.

Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Ms. Dooner to close public input. So voted.

Mzr. Dello Russo indicated that doing the REFP will allow professionals to determine the
cost to tear it down.

Motion by Mr. McCaul and seconded by Ms. Dooner that the Leonard School, located at
356 West Britannia Street, parcels 46-229 and 46-235, be declared surplus and referred
to the RF'P process that would come back to this Committee for final approval before
posting the RFP. So voted.

. Prince Henry Parcel 29-14

Mr. Pateakos stated that it is zoned industrial and is 28 acres with limited frontage. A
waiver from the zoning board will be required. Mr. Coute clarified that the City will
petition the Zoning Board for a variance and then move forward with an auction. Mr.
Costa stated that it is zoned open space presently so a zoning change to the ordinance
would be approved through the Council. Mr. Scanlon confirmed that it is zoned open
space so will require a zoning change.

Mr. Pottier stated that he believes this parcel has come up before and believes it was
decided to be recreation / open space at the time. Mr. Coute stated that if the Council
votes to make it surplus, it would still need to go through a meeting on zoning changes.
Mr. Costa indicated that the Law Department had done some research on this piece and
the only restriction is the zoning ordinance and no deed restriction. Mr. Pottier wondered
if there were any buffer requirements to the Myles Standish Industrial Park.

Mr. Sanders stated that he shares Mr. Pottier’s curiosity about how various lands were
swapped. And, if work was done to exchange one piece of land for another, whether
deed restricted or not he would want to honor that. He also noted that only a small
portion of this is in an industrial zone and the majority is open space conservancy district.
He questioned easements required and land taking that would be needed to accomplish
the right of way. Mr. Dello Russo suggested that if this is deemed surplus, they will
come back with a full report. Mr. Sanders would rather have all the information before
declaring it surplus.

Ms. Borges questioned if this would be an auction or an RFP. Mr. Coute suggested RFP.

Motion by Ms. Borges seconded by Mr. McCaul to declare surplus, move to the RFP
process, require the City Solicitor to complete a full title on the property, refer to the
Committee on Public Property

July 18, 2023
Page 6 of 7
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zoning change process, the OECD Office to go to the Zoning Board to request the
variance, and the OECD Office to thoroughly vet the land taking that will be required
and have it discussed as part of the zoning change process. So voted.

Motion by Ms. Dooner and seconded by Mr. McCaul to open public input. So voted.

Robert Carroll of 106 Dighton Ave. asked how the open space stipulation can be just
taken away.

Motion by Ms. Dooner and seconded by Ms. Borges to close public input. So voted.

Mr. Coute stated that open space is a zoning designation and there will be public hearings
on changing this designation.

h. John Hancock Road Parcel 29-21-1

Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Mr. McCaul to table. So voted.

Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Mr. McCau to adjourn the meeting at 9:03 PM. So

yoted,
ET Respectfully submitted,
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' Maggie E. Clarke

IN MUNICIPAL COUNCIL Clerk of Council Committees

REPORTS ACCEPTED. RECOMMENDATIONS ADOPTED FOR APPROVAL OF ITEMS A, B, C,
D AND I. ON A ROLL CALL VOTE, NINE (9) COUNCILORS WERE PRESENT, NINE (9)
COUNCILORS VOTED IN FAVOR. APPROVAL OF ITEM F PROPERTY DEEMED EXCESS. ON
A ROLL CALL VOTE, SIX (6) COUCNILORS VOTED IN FAVOR (COUNCILORS DOONER,
BORGES, MCCAUL, POTTIER, COUTE AND QUINTAL. THREE (3) COUNCILORS VOTED IN
OPPOSITION (COUNCILORS DUARTE, SANDERS, AND POSTELL). APPROVAL FOR ITEM G
DEEMED SURPLUS AND REFER TO ZONING CHANGES AND VARIANCE. ON A ROLL CALL
VOTE, SEVEN (7) COUNCILORS VOTED IN FAVOR (COUNCILORS POSTELL, QUINTAL,
COUTE, POTTIER, MCCAUL, BORGES AND DOONER). TWO (2) COUNCILORS VOTED IN
OPPOSITION (COUNCILORS SANDERS AND DUARTE). ITEMS E & H WERE TABLED. ON A
ROLL CALL VOTE, NINE (9) COUNCILORS WERE PRESENT, NINE (9) COUNCILORS VOTED
IN FAVOR.

CITY CL i 3 Committee on Public Property
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